


"It's neither our culture nor our race which
interconnects us. It'Sreet Photography.”

Thomas Leuthard



About Me

a® YyIYS A& ¢K2YIl a
Street Photographer from Switzerland. |
travel around the Wod to document the
ordinary life on the street. For me Street
Photography is a passion, a way of life ang
not a job or something | do for a living.
CKIFI0Qa ¢gKeé L Syeze H
without any pressure. | will do it for as long
as | enjoy it andnaybe one day | will do
something else. | started writing down my
knowledge in May 2011 as a blog and then
as an eBook.

Why another book?

a® TFTANBRD2BYA2EWNYEARAXI| 0 2aMtredl Rofographya A
and should encourage beginners to find a starting point. It costairfot of
hard facts, tips and tricks. Tregecond eBok is more about my personal view
on things and is a bit more advancedtshould give you an insight to my way
of thinkingand should also provide a lot of tips around Street Photography.

Why isthis book free?

CKSNBE INB | 20 2F LIS2LX S gK2 | aj
are several reasons for that. First of all I have a full time job, which feeds me
more than enough. | also have the latest gear available to perform Street Ph
023N LIKEDP LQY KFLILRE ¢AGK Y& fATS a
happier. Also my photos would not get any better with more money in my
pocket. It makes me happier investing mymag in a good thing than spdn
Ay3a Al FT2NI YRaStTod ¢KIFIGQa sKeé L R?2
people and write free eBooks. If you still believe that | should better ask for
money for this eBook, you have not understood what life is all aldaté.is
y20G Fo2dzi Y2ySeés AdQa lFo2dzwi FNRSYR


http://book.85mm.ch/GoingCandid.pdf
mailto:book@85mm.ch?subject=Book Feedback
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| have done Street Photography for about 2 years now. At the beginning it w
much different than it is now. | was often shooting alone and uploading m
photos only to one website called Fotocommunity.de. Last year | started 1
organize oto-walks in cities | was traveling to but my method of phpto
raphy changed when | met Eric Kim who taught a Street Photographi wo
shop in Beirut, Lebanon in November 2010. | sponsored 2/3 of Eric's trip wi
the condition that | could join him. This dgese really changed a lot for me.

First of all | was able to teach Street Photography for the first time to a high
motivated audience in a place | had never been before. It turned out to be tr
trip of a lifetime and for the people there it was lifeaiging as well. They
founded the Beirut Street Photographers (BSP) group which is growisg m:
sively. They organize street tours within Lebanon on a monthly basis and g
TV and radio interviews. | was with them on a trip in Istanbul in July and it w.
great to see them all again.

b! YAGSR o6& aK220Xh

Since my time in Beirut | started to use Flickr, built up an online communi
and take even more photos on the street than before. | got in contact with
lot of Sreet Photographers around the world anpeople started to ask me
for advice about their photography.

In these last 9 months | really feel that Street Photography is what | want
live for. It's not mainly the act of shooting in the streets, it's the wholekpac
age; traveling around, meeting nepeople, shooting with them, talking about
photography and sharing knowledge. | often meet with complete strangers fc
the sake of Street Photography. This doesn't really make anyone a strang
anymore; it's like a big family spread around the World.





http://www.flickr.com/photos/thomasleuthard/5588128158

For me it's a big thing to know after a shot that this will be a "keepert-(no
mally 1 know it right away which brings a bright smile to my face). Then | ¢
home, process it and upload it to share with my community. | like when pe
ple admire and commentromy work. This feedback is very valuable to me
and it helps me grow bigger and get better.

| would also like to share my knowledge with people who are interested i
Street Photography. Not for the sake of money but to give something back
the communiy. | have the privilege to be@reet Photographer who has a full
time job, is able to travel around the World, carry a good camera and sho
what | want to. Not everybody has this privilege. | try to encourage people t
go out onto the streets and shogood photos, regardless of thesituation. |
publish my workshop presentations, write blogs and will even publish a
eBook about Street Photography soon, just to help people understand how
works and that everyone can do it.

For me, sharing and caring more important than enjoying my life here in
Switzerland. Here | have everything; | could just hang out with friends in a b
after work and watch TV every night. This is not what | want. | want to go ol
into the World, meet people, take photos, shardormation and enjoy Street

t K2023aINF LIK&X ¢KAA Aad ¢KFG 1SSLA YS
of the people | know virtually one day somewhere on this planet.

| will keep up my upload stream, | will keep traveling the World, | will kee
meeting people and | will keep helping other people become better stree
photographers.

lcanclearlysaythdy { G NBES(G t K2G23IN) LIK& Kl a Of
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For some people, Street Photography is just a hobby like doing sportsyor &
other leisure activity. Maybe you can do it as a hobby, if you like, but for son
people this is a life's work. For them it means everything and they could n
imagine that people could pose for a photo, that you could use a flash light
setup a scenethat there is makeup and other fancy stuff. Street Phao
raphy is the reality and you don't want to change that. You hold up your ca
era like a mirror to society.

I'm not sure if an outsider can really understand the spirit of Street Riroto
raphy. It's nore than just pressing the button out in the street; you have to
have a deep interest in people and life in public. It's more like social studi
than a leisure activity. You do something for humanity; you show the Worl
how life is. You have a missiorsinot just fun. | deeply believe that | sem
how was born to document lifealthough it took me 37 years to figure that
out. It's the only thing I really want to do. | just want to go out and take-ph
tos of life and portraits of strangers in public.

| hawe to admit that it might also be an addiction. You cannot really stop doin
it. Sure after a week of New York you have seen enough faces and people
a4 &a22y |a @&2dz FNB o0l 0] K2YS:I GKS
out to get some good shet It's like hunting or fishing. It's also about traveling
to new places, something | really like.

| think | have not met more interesting and friendly people in my whole life
than in the last two years of Street Photography. It has been a real pletsure
be in all these different cities of the World meeting up with strangers whc
have the same passion. It's all about our passion, nothing else is relevant. \
can talk to a complete stranger you would not talk to in real life but, when i
comestoStreet K2 123N LIK&8S &2dz | NE Fdf £ &
of connection with people very seldom in my life, as | get bored by a persc
very fast, but when it comes to Street Photography, I'm fully concentrated ar
into the conversation. People who knawe very well can see that from my
eyes; they are going to shine when | talk about my passion.
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A lot of people don't have the guts to do Street Photography. The reasc
for that is obvious: It's not a piece of cake and if yeally want to go

close you might get into trouble. There might be trouble with the people
you shoot, there might be trouble with the law in certain countries and
there might be personal issues with yourself not getting close enougt
That's why | say thagou would be better to shoot landscapes or flowers
if you cannot point your camera at someone's face without problems.

| used to say that you can learn how to get close to someone. Today
don't really think that you can. Either you have this ability ouydon't.

LGdga GKS alryS gAdGK | 3I22R S8ST a2
who are not gifted with one of these talents will never be more than ar
average photographer. There is too much average stuff out thera; ra
dom photos that don't tell a storand look boring. Everybody has to start
small and | did that as well. I still upload some average stuff but | can te
&2dz OSNEB ljdzAOlfteé& AF GKSNB Aa GrtsS

You cannot call yourself a Street Photographer just because you poi
your camera at people in the streets. You cannot just turn a streepsna
shot into black and white. It's not that easy. You really have to practice
have a plan, get close, study people, be interested in humanity and sper
a lot of time walking up and dowthe streets. You cannot learn Street
Photography. You have to have it inside your body. It's a feeling, an-inte
est in everyday human life, characteristic faces, interactions betwee
people and life in general. It's more a kind of hunger to document life
h- LILISY Ay 3 Ay GKS aGNBSGa GKIYy @28@¢

"Focus on humanity, not on technology..-'thomas Leuthard



| have seen a lot of people with big cameras, long lenses and too mu
technical knowledge going up and down the street tonhdor people.
That's not how it works. Gear is not relevant, as only your knowledg
about life and humanity will bring you forward. This is one of the mos
important things in Street Photography. Think about the balance betwee
humanity and technology befe you go out. Street Photography is more
a social interaction, although you don't really talk to people.
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everyday moment in public. This mearm&t your personal view might ba-i
terpreted differently by your viewers. This is not a bad thing as such. Art is :
ways something that people have different opinions about. The probler
starts when people try to give you advice. Sure some amount of adaicee
useful but often it can be confusing.

You should have a plan, an idea and a personal point of view. This perso
view you should want to put into your photography. The better you car
achieve this goal the easier it gdtg attaining you own style The more you
listen to other people, the more you will be distracted from this goal and you
path will not go straight. You have to know that you cannot please the Worl
and that not everyone will like your work.

It may be possible that you will facel@ of criticism while showing photos
from the street. This gets worse when you get closer to people, when yc
aK2g Tl OSa |yR $gKSYy &2dz YIé& &aKz2g
taste. If you want to stay away from critics and comments, you may rejt wi
to shoot in the streets. Comments are often useful but you should just tak
them and not think too much about it. If you want to put every comment into
your next photo, you will not be successful over time.

After publishing my first eBook | got a lat positive feedback but also some
negative. Some people were really pissed off and even called my phot
meaninglessThis is a personal opinion and | would not challenge it. The diff
cult thing is to continue what you are doing, especially when therela$ af
criticism It is essential for your own style and also your personal dpvelo
ment as a Street Photographer to get where you want to go, no matter whe
other people say. You have to stay on the bus. This needs a lot ef se
confidence and a strongiivto believe in what you do. If you don't have this,
you better stop now. It's not that nice but you get used to it over time. Anc
when you can see how many people like what you do, it is easier to hand
Just keep doing your thing and be passionatedaio A X
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reasons why someone is giving you a hard time but if you cannot handle su
a situation, you should not do Street Photography. | was givieard time in
forums and through other comments very often and always tried to defent
YeaStTod LQO®S alul NGISR y28 G2 R2 (K
time. You cannot please everyone and there will always be people criticizil
your work. Theonly thing you should do is to accept the fact that there will be
a lot of criticism on certain street photos.

You may prevent criticism by not shooting too close or not publishing certa
photos but in the end it is your style/work and you want to shdwstto the
World. The more your photos polarize the more you have to live with critic:
it's that simple and you may have to be prepared. If you are not used to it,
might be difficult for you to accept this fact. | can say that you will survive it
long as you don't take it personally. Just remember that there are people wr
have different views and obvioustgay notlike what you dolt's like in real
life; there are conflicts nearly everywhere and this is just another conflict.

Per definition, StreePhotography is a kind of journalism of life in public. Yot
show what everybody sees with their eyes everyday but do not notice; yc
capture this with your camera and highlight it to the World so they can see
as well. There is nothing bad about it. Mynot everyone wants to be
lished on the Internet, but this is another story. You have to believe in yourse
and be sure that you do the right thing. If you cannot do that, you will have
hard time in the Street Photography scene.

Of course you canhoose your style and find a way to get the least critieal r
sponse possible but you should never forget that you shoot for yourself ar
only for yourself. There is no other reason for you to press that shuttér bu
ton. If you at any time make a photo foorseone else you should stop and
think about it. You will start losing your personality as a Street Photographer
82dz aG2L) R2Ay3a (KAy3Ia o06SOlFdzasS 27
unique, not the amount of people who like your work.
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rapher probably always in his life. You have to really learn from these loss
and NBE (02 FAIdzINBE 2dzi 6Ke &2dz O2dz Ry
several reasons for a lost shot but there are also several ways to avoid it t
next time.

2 KSy L YAaa | akKz2iz LQY |lftgleéea KI
& A G dzI ( Apbyadt that iv@see theYthings before we can capture them.
¢KSY LQY g2yRSNAYy3I gKeé AlG KIFLIWSyYyS
with me. Sometimes | was too slow. Sometimes there is somethingein b
tween me and the subject. Sometimes the person sees niierbéd could get
the shot. Sometimes the settings were not correct. Sometimes the light we
not ideal. Sometimes | crop something off by not framing correctly.

As you can see, it happens to me and probably often to other people as we
{ 2 A G Q& deflavben it hag@pénd to you. The bigger deal is that yo
should learn from your mistakes and should analyze the root cause of 8 m
take. This sounds now very theoretical but, when you want to get better, yo
KFradS G2 dzy RSNER (Il YR @& BhotagiaphRis &Iyt @ido |
with selfeducation; if you can figure out and analyze your mistakes yoursel
you can improve much faster.

lfglea GNB G2 €221 G @2dz2NJ LK2G2a
what can be done better what did youmiss in this photo, what adds s@n
thing to it, what takes something awayl & A G Q& @2 dzNJ | y I
yourself a better photographer, not the critical response you get from others
When you listen to others, you will get confused. You have to gauwself,
based on your thoughts, ideas and views about your photos.
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| often get asked the question about how people react or if | get beaterf-up a
ter a shot. This has never happened and people very rarely ask me about wi
I'm doing. The problem is that when you approach people with this kind c
thinking you will not be able to make a good photo. You should see someol
YR GKS 2yfeée (KAy3 @2dz2QNBE GKAY {1 AY:
Any other thinking is not helpingpu to get a good photo and will only disturb
the process.

Get over your fear and focus on the composition of how you will make a goc
photo. If there is communication after you have pressed the shutter releas
button, you can handle this when it happerihen you have plenty of time to
discuss and think of a good answer. The important thing to remember is th
only a few people will approach you and therefore it's not worth the effet b
ing frightened of something that rarely happens.

It's all about praticing and gaining the confidence to know that most of the
people will not care about you taking their photo. It's the fear of the plgeto
rapher who thinks he is doing something bad. Shoot as it would be the mo
normal thing in the world. Shoot as you wduwshoot your best friend. Shoot
as you would be asked to shoot any person. It is all about the mindset wh
you shoot a candid portrait.
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